
Outdoor Plant Care 

Volunteers 
 

Aug. 30th-Sept. 5th:   

Available 

Sept. 6th-12th:   
Glen Lundell 

 

Sept 13th-19th:   

Val Haggstrom 
 

Sept. 20th-26th:   

Nina Pagel 
 

Sept 27th-Oct. 3rd:   

Sue Safe 

 S p r i n g  G a r d e n  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

 

The Messenger – September 2026 
 

 
Sunday School Kick Off is September 13th! 

  

Sunday School kickoff will be September 13th at 9am! 
Sunday School will be held Sunday mornings from 9:00-9:45 am for 

preschool-5th graders. Parents, please plan to complete a registration 
form for your children on the 13th. We will be outside if we are able! 

 

On September 20th, Faith Boxes or Bibles will be handed out  
to preschool, Kindergarten, and 2nd graders.  

If you have a child in those grades, please plan to attend the church 
service that day so your child can receive one of these items.  

 

Sunday School teacher and confirmation guide installation will also 
happen on September 13th. If you are interested in helping to teach 

throughout the year, please reach out to Maggie.  
We are looking forward to a fun year!  

 

 

  

Confirmation Kick Off! 
 

Confirmation Orientation for parents 
and students in 6th thru 9th grade will 

be Wednesday September 2nd  
from 6:30-7:30 pm.  

Confirmation Classes will start on 
Wednesday September 9th and be from 
6:30-8:00 pm. Each week will start with 

a pizza dinner at 6:00 pm. 

 

Our 10th grade final class  
was Saturday August 22nd.   

Those who will be confirmed 
at our Affirmation of Baptism service  

on October 25th are Amalia Dicke,  
Jacob Olson, Jaden Pagel, 

 Gabby Peters, and Jillian Sjoquist. 
 

 

  
 

 
 

Book Chatter 
Book Chatter will meet on 

Thursday, September 10th, 
at 6:30 pm, at the home 

of Janice Amatuzio. 
They will be 
discussing 

The Nightingale by 
Kristin Hannah. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Afternoon Quilters 

will meet on Thursday,  

September 10th, at 1:00 pm. 

 

The Baby Quilt Ministry  

will meet on Monday, 

September 21st, at 7:00 pm. 

 

Making music is a large part of my life.  Even when home, I find 
myself thinking about and planning music on many different levels, 
writing something, creating something, what is being planned for a 
Sunday, choir, handbells, kids’ music, you name it, etc....... 
 

I am excited to look forward to starting Choir and Handbells again in 
September.  Our first practice will be September 13th with Choir @ 
8:00 am and Handbells @ 8:45 am.  If you sang or rang in prior 
years, I hope you return, and I invite anyone interested in being a 
part of the Spring Garden music programs to join us.   
 

The choir and bells groups continue to give me goosebumps, in 
practices and performances, and my prayer is that they are a vital 
part of enhancing the worship life of Spring Garden. 
 
David Roinas 
Music Director / Organist 
 



 

From the Pastor… 
 

Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Robert Fulghum, who wrote the book, "Everything I Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten", tells a 
story in his second book (“It Was On Fire When I Lay Down On It”, New York, Random House, 1989) about 
the last day in a college class.  The professor asked if there were any final questions. Fulghum jokingly asked 
the teacher, "What is the meaning of life?"  The professor responded by pulling out a small round piece of 
mirror he had found shattered on the road as a small boy.  The professor proceeded to explain how he used to 
delight in shining its reflective light into dark places where the sun would never shine-in deep holes and 
crevices and dark closets.  It became a game for him to get light into the most inaccessible places he could 
find.  

"I kept the little mirror," the professor explained, "and as I grew up, I would take it out in idle moments 
and continue the challenge of the game.  As I became a man, I grew to understand that this was not just a 
child's game but also a metaphor for what I might do with my life.  I came to understand that I am not 
the light or the source of light.  But light-truth, understanding, and knowledge-is there and it will only 
shine in many dark places as I reflect it."  

And then in rather philosophical terms he said, "I am a fragment of a mirror whose whole design 
and shape I do not know.  Nevertheless, with what I have I can reflect light into the dark places of this 
world-into the [darkest] places in the hearts of [people]-and change some things in some people.  
Perhaps others may see and do likewise.  This is what I am about. This is the meaning of my life”. 

As for myself I believe that the light that brings us light is God in Christ. We are a mirror that reflects the 
light of Christ into our broken world. Through the love and gifts for service that God gives us we can reflect 
light into the dark places of our world. You may say to me, “But I am just one person; what can I do?” I then 
say to you that you have the love, light, and gifts of God with that you can do amazing things.  Think of the 
first disciples of Jesus hiding in the upper room on Easter Sunday.  Just a small group of nobodies hiding in 
fear. Then Jesus appears and removes their fear. These same nobodies are in the 
same room fifty days later on Pentecost when they receive the Holy Spirit and 
through the Holy Spirit this small group of men and women changed the course 
of human history by reflecting the light of Christ.   

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, you and I can do the same thing! 
Though we may be broken mirrors, may we reflect the light and love of Christ 
into our world!   

 
In Christ's Love,  

Pastor Tim Maybee 
 

 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 

Anniversary Party to celebrate the 150-year-old Spring Garden Church Building 
 

 Events include the following: 
 

9:00 am – Sunday School Activity 

• Paint a church bird house 
 

10:00 am – Church Service 

• Visit with former ministers  

• Walk from the log cabin to the church 

• Rededicate the church building 

• Hammer a nail into a provided timber to symbolize the last nail 

pounded into the newly constructed church in 1876 

• Share communion around the altar rail 

• Enjoy a potluck lunch following the service 

• Take a tour of the steeple 
 

Adult Bible Study 
We are studying the  

Gospel of Mark. 
The study group is currently 

meeting on Sundays at 8:30 am,  
but starting September 13th, 

 we will move our time to  
Sundays at 11:15 am. 

Each class stands on its own 
so, you can join at any time. 



 
 
 

 

 
 

September 1 – Meteorological beginning of Fall  
September 22 – Astronomical beginning of Fall (Equinox) 
Both dates signal a change.  Everything begins to “fall into place”.  There is a return to routines,  
a return to schedules. 
Can you alter those schedules, routines or habits? Can you make room for something new?  
Or reprioritize? Decisions on how or where you spend your time, talents and treasures may be required. 
Spring Garden celebrates a milestone this year – 150th Anniversary of the current church building! 
Spring Garden depends on and is grateful for your time, talents and treasures! 
Join us this fall as we begin a new season! See you in church! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Checkbook Balances 
 

June 30, 2026: $24,593.57 
July 31, 2026: $11,010.74 

2026 GUATEMALA GALA - WOVEN TOGETHER 
Sunday, October 4, 2026, 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Town and Country Club, 300 N Mississippi Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55014 
  
Special Guatemalan Guests 

●        Valeria Gil Castillo, Delegation Coordinator 
●        Rev. Karen Castillo, ILAG President/Pastor 
●        Diego Gil, ELCA Regional Representative for Central America and Mexico   

Celebrating Our Partnership 
Join us as we celebrate our deep relationship with the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala. After 21 
years of walking alongside ILAG churches and ministries, we continue seeking ways to weave our 
communities together, with Christ as our guide. 
Evening Highlights 

●        Let’s burn the CLAG mortgage papers–the mortgage has  
been paid off! And now, what is next for CLAG? 

●        Hear from Pastor Karen and Valeria regarding the  
successes and the challenges this past year.  

●        Learn about the newly formed Health Team  
Delegation and its first trip in February 2027.   

Registration opens August 19th. 

National Night Out 

August 4, 2026 



ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

     Every three years, thousands of high schoolers and their adult leaders 

from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) come 

together for the ELCA Youth Gathering. 

     This year Gathering is in Minneapolis! It Starts Sunday June 27 and 

ends Friday July 2. It’s not just an event but a movement in which faith 

ignites and community comes alive. Through inspiring speakers, 

experiential learning and transformative connections, young people experience the church in bold, unforgettable ways. Each 

night, participants share a unique faith experience through high-energy worship and powerful storytelling. The Gathering is an 

opportunity to ask big questions, grow in faith and be part of something bigger than yourself. This will be Pastor Tim’s 8th 

Youth Gathering and he is very excited to be attending close to our home! Are you ready to join the movement? 
 

Who can Attend? 

Youth participants in the ELCA Youth Gathering must be in 8th to 12th grade at time of registration (fall 2026). Registration 

opens on October 21st.  See Pastor Tim with any questions you may have. 

 

Tanzania Update July 2026  
 

 

And what does the LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.       

                                                                                          Micah 6:8  
 

 
 

Dear Jamaa (extended family),  
 

You have generously supported us and our work in Tanzania for 33 

years. As we conclude our service with ELCA in 2026, we are acutely 

aware of all the ways you have been involved.  
 

40 evangelists from Ketumbeine and Gelai invited us to a farewell. 

They asked us to convey their thanks to the Lutheran congregations 

that sponsored them in their 3-year theological training. 24 of these 

long-term and committed evangelists have each been given a new 

motorcycle to assist them in their church work and with their family 

needs. In the photo they are holding copies of Luther’s small catechism 

in Swahili.  
 

The staff of Kirurumo Health Center are very excited about the finishing stages of the new 

inpatient department. The staff want to thank you for enabling this construction to move 

quickly.  

Recently, Dr. Pedro’s surgical team came from Spain to offer free surgical care for about 100 

patients from remote areas. The young woman undergoing surgery had a chronic and extensive 

bone infection in her tibia for 15 years. Her family is thrilled that she is finally free of 

osteomyelitis.  
 

Last month Naapok Bead Project had a special gathering 

to inform village and church leaders that despite our 

departure, the project continues making and selling 

beadwork, providing a campsite, and operating a 

microloan program. The artisans were very encouraged by 

the recognition and positive support they received from 

village leaders. Beadwork sold in your churches over the 

past 25 years has helped these women learn basic business 

skills, build homes, educate children, and install efficient 

stoves. They have experienced God’s provision through 

you and are grateful.  
 

May we all continue in God’s global mission.  
 

With our deep thanks,  

Steve and Bethany Friberg 
 



Spring Garden Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes – August 4, 2026 

     

 In Attendance: Marcia Dicke, Eric Lundell, Jay Olson, Pastor Tim Maybee, Ruthie Sjoblom, Maggie Wilson, Kaity Schroeder, 

Lynnette Sjoquist, Kelly Hovel, Financial Secretary – Pam Davis, and Treasurer – Rob Lorentz. 

 

Call to Order: President Marcia Dicke called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. in the church social hall. Opening devotions 

were given by Pastor Tim.  

 

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by Maggie, seconded by Kaity, and carried to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2026, 

council meeting.  

 

Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports: Pam’s report showed a total of $101,020.00 in pledges through July 31, 2026. 

Rob’s report showed that the checkbook balance on June 30, 2026, was $24,593.57, and on July 31, 2026, the checkbook balance 

was $11,010.74. A motion was made by Eric, seconded by Kelly, and carried to approve the financial reports.  

 

Pastor’s Report:   

 Cottage Meetings: I am debating with myself if we will continue to try having cottage meetings. What do you think? 

 Worship: Upcoming Sunday/Holiday Events:  

  1. August 9: Church Potluck. 

  2. September 13: Back inside Rally Day. 

  3. October 4: 150 anniversary celebration of the dedication of the church building. 

  4. October 25: Reformation & Affirmation of Baptism Sunday. 

  5. November 1: All Saints Sunday: Remember those who have died in the last year. 

  6. November 22: Christ the King & Decoration Sunday: We will set up our Advent and Christmas decorations. 

  7. December 6: Pastor Tim & Bette’s open house. 

  8. December 16: Christmas Program. 

  9. December 24: Christmas Eve & first building use 150 anniversary. Worship is service at 10:00pm.  

 Building 150: We have sent a letter inviting former pastors and pastors who have come from Spring Garden to Attend are 

150th celebration on October 4. They have also been invited to participate in the service. Because David will be away at his 

town festival Pastor Nick and Pastor Cindy Fisher-Broin have agreed to lead our music on that day and Pastor Rod Anderson 

will lead the prayers of the church. Here is the list of those we invited:  

Former Spring Garden Pastors: Pastors Nick and Cindy Fisher-Broin; Pastors Lon and Heidi Kvanli: and Pr. Henry & Nancy 

Noordzy.  

 Those from our church who went into the ministry: Pastor Rod and Julane Anderson; Pastors Dean and Pastor Geraldo 

Aponte-Safe; and Pastor Cassie Anderson. 

 Missionaries: Stephen & Bethany Friberg, the missionaries that we have been supporting have retired. We need to select 

new missionaries. Along with this report I am attaching the letter announcing their retirement and the annual directory of ELCA 

global missionaries so we can select new missionaries. I am also bringing hard copies, so you do not need to print them out. 

 Education:  Faith formation met on July 30 and decided the following 

Sunday School: Rally Sunday will be September 13. We will have two class groups: pre-school-3rd grade and 4th-5th grade. 

Maggie Wilson will take the lead with the younger class, and I lead the older class. We will also have inter-generational classes 

on September 27, October 18, January 31, February 28, March 21, and April 18 which is Palm Sunday. 

 Adult Bible Study:  We currently meeting on Sundays at 8:30am and we are studying the Gospel according to Mark.  When 

children’s Sunday School starts again, we will return to Thursday at 6:30. 

 Confirmation:  

  1. Our 10th grade final class will be Sunday August 22 from 10:00-3:00. Those who will be confirmed this   

  October are Amalia Dicke, Jacob Olson, Jaden Pagel, Gabby Peters, and Jillian Sjoquist. I would like to put   

 their approval on the September agenda.  

  2. Confirmation Orientation will be September 2 6:30-7:30 

  3. First Confirmation Class will be September 9 6:30-8:00. Dinner will be at 5:30. 

 Summer Festival Camp: July 19 to July 22 I had the wonderful opportunity to attend Summer Festival Camp at Gustavus 

Adolphus College with Karina Jandro, Lila Olson, and Mason Ohnstad. It was a great time of worship, learning, and fellowship. 

 Pastoral Acts & Calls: In May I made 9 pastoral calls.   

 Funeral: Roger Callstrom Funeral Monday, July 13, burial at Spring Garden.  

 Pastor 2026 Vacation Dates:  February 17, 19, 20, May 27-June 2, June 30-July 2 July 5-7, August 28, September 1, and 

December 26-31  

 

 



Action Items:  
 

1)  Selection of a new mission to support: Pastor Tim informed the council that Stephen and Bethany Friberg retired in July 2026 

and that the council needs to select new missionaries to support. Because the Fribergs’ mission in Tanzania focused on health 

care, the council decided to support another mission in Tanzania also focused on health care. After reviewing materials provided 

by the ELCA, a motion was made by Kaity, seconded by Ruthie, and carried to sponsor the missionary work of Dr. Stephen and 

Jodi Swanson in Tanzania. 

 

2)  Director of Youth Ministry: Council is researching the possibility of hiring a part-time director of youth ministry. Pastor Tim 

said that he would investigate the feasibility of making such a hire, including cost, hours, and availability. 

 

3)  Approval of the Mission Endowment Fund Committee’s recommended disbursements: A motion was made by Lynnette, 

seconded by Kaity, and carried to approve the recommended disbursements of a donation of $2,000.00 towards the cost of the 

2026 Midsommar celebration and $630.00 in scholarships for three kids to go to Summer Festival. 

 

4)  Authorizing Pastor Timothy Maybee to have signature authority on the youth account at First Farmers and Merchants Bank: 

A motion was made by Maggie, seconded by Kaity, and carried to give Pastor Timothy Maybee signature authority on the youth 

account at First Farmers and Merchants Bank.     

 

Board and Committee Reports:  

 

Worship & Music‒Ruthie Sjoblom: We served lunch following the church service at the July 12 Lunch and Games Sunday. 

   The Worship and Music Board met on Sunday, July 19, 2026. 

• We discussed the needs/plans for the fall services.  
• Sunday, August 9 is the next Lunch and Games Sunday with a potluck meal. All committees/boards will  help 

with set up/clean up. 
• Indoor services for all Sundays will resume on September 13. 
• October 4 will be the service to rededicate and celebrate the church building completion in 1876. Pastor  Tim 

has invited former pastors and pastors who have come from Spring Garden to attend and participate in  the 

service. There will be a potluck following the service. The Celebration Committee has been making 

 plans for this special day.  
• It was decided unanimously that we needed more of the ACS songbooks that we have begun to use during  our 

summer services. Pastor Tim ordered an additional 25 copies at our meeting for a total of $424.22. 
  We will meet again this fall to talk about services during Advent and Christmas and other service needs.  
   

Faith Formation‒Maggie Wilson: The Faith Formation Board met to discuss the upcoming Sunday school and confirmation 

year. Sunday school will be held Sunday mornings for preschool-5th grade. Confirmation will be Wednesday nights for the 6th-

9th. class.   

 Maggie Wilson and parent volunteers will teach preschool-3rd grade. Pastor Tim will assist with teaching the 4th and 

5th grade. Megan Nerison, Tim Anderson, Jody Sjoblom and Pastor Tim will serve as confirmation guides for 6th-9th grade.  

 Dates for upcoming Sunday school and confirmation events:  

  ▪︎  August 22nd 10th grade confirmation retreat  

  •  September 2nd Confirmation orientation 

  •  September 9th First night of confirmation  

  •  September 13th Sunday School Kickoff 

  •  September 20th Bibles and faith boxes will be handed out to preschool, Kindergarten and 2nd graders.      

      Sunday school teacher and confirmation guide installation will also happen that Sunday.  

 

Parish Life & Outreach–Kaity Schroeder: Midsommar was a whirlwind thanks to unexpected weather! Thanks to everyone that 

helped out during it. Midsommar is a very large event, and I would like to propose moving it to its own separate committee. The 

committee could have 3 groups: Food, Rental & set up/tear down, and entertainment. I think parish life can still help with 

planning, but it is a large undertaking and would be better served as its own committee.  

 National Night Out was tonight. We served between 50-55 people a meal of hot dogs, chips, carrots, and desserts. There 

was a bounce house and the posse from the Goodhue County Sheriff’s Department brought two horses.   

 Other than these two events during the summer, nothing new to report on! 

 

 

 



Church Property‒Steve Haggstrom:  The Church Property Board met at church Monday the 20th. We went into the loft and 

reorganized, cleaned, put up shelving, and organized totes. A light has been purchased and will be installed shortly.  There are 

some small tables and lamps that we need to decide what to do with. We will be contacting different boards about cleaning out 

the closets.  

 

Stewardship‒Lynnette Sjoquist: Nothing new to report from the Stewardship Board.  

 

Missions Board‒Kelly Hovel: Nothing to report from the Missions Board. 

 

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee did not meet. 

 

Archives Committee: Don Anderson reminded everyone in his report that the Archive Room is open on Sundays that we have 

indoor services. Stop in and check out the artifacts from years ago with one added feature – A TV and VHS player have been 

set up to play some tapes of various events: 1983 – 125th Anniversary of the church, 2004 – Dedication of the new addition, and 

a musical program (maybe someone can suggest the year). 

 

Mission Endowment Fund Committee: The Mission Endowment Fund Committee met on June 16, 2026, and made the funding 

recommendations identified in Action Item 3 above. 

 

A motion was made by Eric, seconded by Lynnette, and carried to approve the foregoing board and committee reports.  

 

Church Calendar Review:  August 9, 2026 – Potluck; August 22, 2026 – 10th Grade Confirmation Retreat; September 2, 2026 

– Confirmation Orientation; September 9, 2026 – First night of Confirmation; September 13, 2026 – services back inside/Rally 

Day; September 20, 2026 – Bibles & faith boxes handed out/Sunday school teach & Confirmation guide installation; October 4, 

2026 - 150th anniversary celebration of the dedication of the church building; October 25, 2026 – Affirmation of Baptism; 

November 22, 2026 – Setting up Advent & Christmas decorations; December 6, 2026 – Pastor Tim & Bette’s open house; 

December 16, 2026 – Christmas Program; December 24, 2026 – Christmas Eve & 150th anniversary of the first use of the church 

building.  

   

Agenda for Next Meeting:  

1. Deck the Falls 

2. Approval of Confirmands  

 

Announcements:  

• Next council meeting: September 8, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

• Closing prayer in September: Jay 

• Pam’s Helper: August – Lynnette; September – Jay    

 

Adjournment: The closing prayer was given by Lynnette. A motion was made by Ruthie, seconded by Kelly, and carried to 

adjourn at 8:29 p.m.  

 

Jay Olson, Secretary                             Subject to Approval 
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Confirmation Orientation for  
Students and Parents  

is September 2nd! 
 

Sunday School Kick Off is 
September 13th! 
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