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Lent 2026
February 18th Ash Wednesday, 7pm Worship Service

February 25t — March 25th
Wednesday Evening Lenten Services

Wednesday Lenten Service Schedule:

6:00-7:00 pm -- Supper (served by various groups)
7:00-7:40 pm — Message and Table Talk

7:40 - 8:00 pm -- Holden Evening Prayer

Handbell/Choir News

Thank you to the members for your participation this
Fall and Christmas season. | loved making music with
you at one of my favorite times of the year. | look
forward to preparing for Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy
Week, and Easter now. Thank you for the gifts of
appreciation. We have some fun pieces to work on.
Practices continue Sunday with Hand Bells at 8:00 am
and Choir at 8:45 am. Please note there is no practice
on 02/01/26 as we work with the kids on music again
during Sunday School. Watch for emails about our
03/01/26 after church service lunch and practice.

Thank you to Spring Garden for the opportunity to
make music as a part of the worship service. | look
forward to experiencing Lent, Holy Week, and Easter
again this year. We welcome new singers and ringers
and invite you to join us Sunday mornings from

8:00 am -9:30 am.

Sunday School Kids / Families — Ruthie and | will
once again lead Sunday school on 02/01/26 and
03/01/26, working some more on the hand chimes and
more music. Ruthie will continue working with Sunday
School kids at the end of your Sunday session each
week. We look forward to hearing you sing again soon.

Lent services will begin the week after Ash Wednesday,
and we will worship with Holden Evening Prayer after a
meal and our lesson time.

) Blessed to lead music at
@:ﬂ Spring Garden Lutheran.

David Roinas, Organist / Music Director

QUILTING OPPORTUNITIES

1

: The Afternoon Quilters will meet at 1:00 pm
i on Thursday, February 12"
1
1
1

The Baby Quilt Ministry will meet at 7:00
pm on Monday, February 16™.

Book Chatter

1

: The next Book Chatter meeting is at

i 7:00 pm on Thursday, March 12t

! at the home of Roxanne Sauter.

: They will be discussing The Thursday

i Murder Club — Book 1 by Richard Osman.

Baptism of Our Lord -
Recognition of Baptisms

The following baptisms were recognized on
Sunday January 11, 2026:

, Dorothy Leslie Wilson
s Lewis Benjamin Terkelsen
Harper May Otto

Archive Committee/Celebration Committee
Update

“Grattis pa arsdagen” (Happy Anniversary in
Swedish)! 2026 has arrived and both the Archive
and Celebration Committees are planning some
great events to celebrate the anniversary of the
Spring Garden Church building. It was in 1873
when discussions were being held concerning
how small the first church building (built in 1862)
seemed to be and that a new one was needed.
The construction of the new/present building was
started and finished in 1876 — 150 years ago!

Please invite your neighbors and friends to join us
for these special events:

March 1 - Vote taken to build (3/1/1876)
May 24 - Foundation completed (5/20/1876)
October 4 — Building completed (10/1/1876)
December 24 - First service held (12/24/1876)



From the Pastor...

Friends,

Jesus on the cross is at the center of the Christian life and faith, but how often do we consider its
meaning and significance in our faith life? Maybe it is because we see it everywhere - on signs and bumper
stickers, tattoos, earrings and necklaces, in art, film, and television - with so many cross encounters we may
forget what a powerful and troubling image the cross is.

But the reality of the cross is that it was an instrument of death used on those who stood against the
empire. The cross was considered a death of shame. The first followers of Jesus expected, even wanted, a
God of power to throw out the Romans. Instead, here is a Messiah who hangs on a cross. The Son of God on
a cross! What is the picture of God now, if not a mighty warrior king as they expected? As they wanted?
How can they speak of God in light of the cross? In reading the Bible we discover two important
observations about the cross.

First, no one expected God’s promised Messiah to die on a cross. The Messiah was to overthrow and
destroy those who occupied Israel and bring about God’s eternal kingdom on the throne of David. Jesus
dead on the cross is the way that God chose to be revealed to the world. Which means that they needed to
rethink everything they thought they knew about God, the world, and themselves. In many ways the New
Testament is an attempt to make sense of their scriptures (the Old Testament) in light of the cross of Christ.

Second, even as the cross was unexpected, even more so was the resurrection, so unexpected that no
one in the four Gospels at first believed the message of Jesus’ resurrection. The news created fear, doubt,
and questions. When they first heard it Jesus 'disciples didn’t believe it. Knowing this helps us be patient
with ourselves and others as we try to make sense of our own lives in the light of the cross and resurrection
of Jesus.

For the early Christians the cross shaped all of their thinking and conversations about God which can
be challenging as they (we) often think about God in terms of qualities that we think God must have. That
is, we think of God as being omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all knowing), all just, all holy, etc.
These qualities make sense because God is bigger than anything we can imagine.

But when we see God only as all powerful, all knowing, so big, so just, so holy it becomes hard for
us to imagine this God being involved with us, caring for us, being able to put up with us. God can become
crushing and terrifying. That was Martin Luther’s struggle, God so terrified him it made him almost hate
God causing him to hate himself. So, Luther started to look at God through the person of Jesus, the one who
came into the world, who taught and preached, healed, forgave, and most of all loved! This Jesus died on the
cross and rose again for us.

Thus, in the cross we redefine all our attributes of God. What does all-knowing look like when Jesus
is afraid or uncertain in the garden of Gethsemane? What does all-powerful look like when you see Jesus,
whom we confess as God, hanging on the cross? How do we see God as life with Jesus dead on the cross
and in the tomb? How does believing in Jesus Christ “conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell.
On the third day He arose again,” affect how we see God, one another, and the world?

With the cross in the center of his faith Martin Luther became convinced of two things. First, the
God of attributes (all knowing, all holy, all just, etc.) can ultimately only terrify us because we will never
measure up to such a God. It was this view that enslaved Luther with shame and fear. Second, in the cross
of Christ we see God truly revealed. This God is not only powerful but also vulnerable, just but also
forgiving, all knowing but also loving. We need to redefine what we mean by words like power and justice
in light of what we see God actually do in Jesus. All of our conversations about God needed to start at the
cross. In this way the cross shapes all that we say, see, and think about God, revealing to
us a God we probably would not expect but a God we desperately need. The God of the
cross. A God that so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved
through him. (John 3:16-17)

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Tim
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“Failure to prepare is preparation for failure.” That is a quote often attributed to Benjamin Franklin. | admit, | have
used this phrase often to motivate me while facing deadlines for homework as a college student, or even before
strategy sessions for basketball, or structuring and negotiating business deals.

February can be a month of preparation for many things. Ash Wednesday is February 18, and it marks the
beginning of 40 days of preparation. Lent is a time for spiritual reflection, self-examination, realigning priorities,
and prayer as we prepare for Easter. It can be a time for healing from personal losses and struggles.

| visited a friend in a transitional care facility recently and found comfort in this verse that was framed and
displayed in their meditation room. “Let your faith be bigger than your fear.”

Let your faith help you prepare! We look forward to the Celebration of Easter after

our 40 days of preparation.
Checkbook Balances

November 30, 2025: $23,447.76
December 31,2025: $40444.60
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THE SPRING GARDEN GUATEMALA HEALTH MINISTRY

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to
our Spring Garden Family for your never-ending
generous support. Whether you donated or
purchased a pie, supported one of our fundraising
events, donated supplies or your time volunteering,
or lifted us up with encouragement and prayers, we
are deeply grateful. Special thanks to Ruthie
Sjoblom as she is always going above and beyond to
always help everyone, and to Lynette Sjoquist for
being a great auctioneer! There are 17 of us
physically traveling to Guatemala, but we are all
equally in this ministry together, being the hands
and feet of Jesus and embodying God’s love
through our action of serving others. Thank you
and God Bless you.

The 2026 Spring Garden Guatemala Health Ministry

You made their holiday so much brighter.

Katie Sjoblom

Thank you so much for sponsoring 3 different families from the Cannon
Falls area for the Goodhue County Christmas Project this past December.
Our congregation is beyond generous! The families we supported were
thrilled with the gifts purchased as well as the volume of grocery gift cards.
| can’t tell you how thankful | am to be part of such a giving congregation!
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Spring Garden Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes — January 13, 2026

In Attendance: Paul Olson, Jay Olson, Pastor Tim Maybee, Ruthie Sjoblom, Maggie Sjoquist, Steve Haggstrom,
Lynnette Sjoquist, Christy Collins, Financial Secretary — Pam Davis, and Treasurer — Rob Lorentz

Call to Order: President Paul Olson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. in the church social hall. Opening devotions
were given by Pastor Tim.

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by Maggie, seconded by Steve, and carried to approve the minutes of the
December 9, 2025, council meeting.

Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports: Pam’s report showed a total of $190,027.39 in pledges through
December 31, 2025. Rob’s report showed that the checkbook balance on December 31, 2025, was $40,444.60. A motion
was made by Ruthie, seconded by Lynnette, and carried to approve the financial reports.

Pastor’s Report:

Cottage Meeting: Attached to my report is a list of dates I am available for cottage meetings. We need a council
member to “host” the meeting with me. We will give people the opportunity to sign-up at the annual meeting

Council as Leaders Synod Retreat: Who: This event is open to council members, church staff, lay leaders, and
rostered ministers. When: Saturday, March 14, 2026 Time: 9 AM to 3:30 PM Where: St. Olaf Lutheran Church in
Austin Cost: $20 per person (non-refundable) Focused on equipping church councils, this event includes a wide range
of workshops from which to choose so that all participants can personalize the experience in a way that is useful for
their current context and needs. Learn more at SEMNSynod.org/CAL

Worship: Upcoming important dates:

1. February 18 Ash Wednesday
2. February 25 Start of Mid-Week Let Study. This year we will continue our study of Luther’s Small
Catechism. We will look at the parts on the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Communion.

Adult Education: In our Letters of Paul, we almost done the Book of Galatians. The next book we will look at is
First Corinthians. Each study stands on it on its own, but especially each book stands on its own. We will be looking at
the letters that most scholars agree were written by Paul. Those are First Thessalonians, Galatians, First Corinthians,
Second Corinthians, Romans, Philippians, and Philemon.

Pastoral Acts & Calls: In December I made 16 pastoral calls.

Reflecting on 2025: As I look at the five goals, I set out my 2024 Annual Report I think we did a good job

1. Growing together in our understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus in our church and home

life. - I think our cottage meetings will help us grow in this area.

2. Working together to get our new playground equipment set up and running for the children, young people,
and some adventurous adults. — This was accomplished and it looks great. Goal Accomplished.

3. Growing in our outreach into the world with the love of Christ so that others may experience God’s grace.
— We are doing a great job with our outreach into the world. This will remain a goal.

4. Growing in our stewardship or the sharing of our Time, Talent, & Treasure (T3) so that we can fulfill the
mission and ministry to which God has called us. — I think we did wonderful with this but It will remain a
key goal.

5. To continue to focus on adult education. — I would like to see more involvement in this area.

I plan on keeping items 1, 3, 4, and 5, are there other Goal we like to add for 2026

Pastor 2026 Vacation Dates: So far only December 26-31

Action Items:
1) Finalize January 2026 Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda and Resolutions: Jay presented a rough draft of the
proposed agenda for the January 2026 Annual Congregational Meeting. The council reviewed the agenda and requested
a couple of modifications to the format of the agenda. Jay also presented a draft of the proposed resolutions that will be
presented to the congregation for their adoption at the annual meeting. Lynnette moved, Ruthie seconded, and carried to
adopt the proposed agenda and the proposed resolutions
2) Review Nominations for the following delegates/voting representatives: The council reviewed the list of proposed
representatives and delegates, and the council confirmed that the nominated individuals are willing to serve as
representatives or delegates to the following assemblies, meetings, or councils:

SE MN Synod Assembly (May 2, 2026 — Mankato) — Marcia Dicke & Pam Davis

Cannon River Conference Assembly (Feb. 15, 2026) — Tim Anderson & Heidi Anderson

continued...



January 13, 2026 Church Council Meeting continued...

Good Earth Village Annual Meeting — Pastor Tim stated that he wanted to confirm that the individuals he
approached are still available to attend.

CCIC representative(s) — Open to nominations
3) Set the April Congregational Meeting Date: A motion made by Steve, seconded Maggie, and carried to set April 12,
2026, as the date for the April election meeting.
4) Mural in the elevator room: The council unofficially approved the idea of painting a mural. The celebration committee
will explore the possibilities and present a proposal to the council.

Board and Committee Reports:
Worship & Music—Ruthie Sjoblom:

e Christmas in the Cabin was on Sunday, December 21 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. We enjoyed the hot apple cider and
Christmas cookies in the shelter, but due to the wind, we brought refreshments inside the cabin. It was a
wonderful gathering where we listened to stories and sang carols together. Don shared stories about our
congregation and the preparations to build the new church. It is so fascinating to hear about our history and the
dedication involved. Next Christmas Eve will be extra special as it marks the first service held in the new
church building, completed in 1876.

¢ Cindy, Linda, Pam and Ruthie will meet on Wednesday, January 14 to complete the next volunteer lay
schedule.

e We will be looking for a date for our next Worship and Music Board meeting to begin discussing our needs for
the Lenten/Easter season. Ash Wednesday is February 18.

Faith Formation—-Maggie Wilson: Nothing to report from Faith Formation

Parish Life & Outreach—Kaity Schroeder: Nothing new to report.

Church Property—Steve Haggstrom: Not much to report this month: cleaned snow from the shelter and made a path to
the cabin for Christmas at the cabin.

Stewardship—Lynnette Sjoquist: Nothing new to report.

Missions Board—Christy Collins: Nothing new to report for Missions.

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee did not meet.

Archives Committee: There was no report from the Archives Committee.

Mission Endowment Fund Committee: Mission Endowment met on January 13, 2026. Rob reported that the committee
has funds and is looking for funding requests.

A motion was made by Ruthie, seconded by Steve, and carried to approve the foregoing board and committee reports.

Church Calendar Review: Congregational Meeting — January 25, 2026

Agenda for Next Meeting:
1. Mural
2.
Announcements:
. Next council meeting: February 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
. Closing prayer in February: Jay
. Pam’s Helper: January — Kaity; February — Jay

Adjournment: The closing prayer was given by Pastor Tim. A motion was made by Lynnette, seconded by Ruthie, and
carried to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.

Jay Olson, Secretary Subject to Approval
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February 2026 Church Council Members & Staff

Pastor Tim Maybee 608-381-9661
revtmaybee@gmail.com
President Paul Olson
AT Vice-President Marcia Dicke

Secretary Jay Olson
Treasurer Rob Lorentz
Financial Secretary Pam Davis
Worship & Music Board Ruthie Sjoblom
Faith Formation Board Maggie Wilson

Parish Life & Outreach Board Kaity Schroeder

Church Property Board Steve Haggstrom
"Buil ding a Ruval Family in Christ" Stewardship Board Lynnette Sjoquist
Missions Board Christy Collins
i Music Director David Roinas
‘ Custodian Jim Hoffman
Administrative Assistant Rachel Benson
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