
Letters of Paul Bible Study 
 

The "Letters of Paul" study is 
meeting on Thursdays at 6:30 
at the church and on Zoom.  

If the weather is bad, there will  
be a Zoom only meeting.  You do 
not have to attend every study. 

 

Upcoming dates are  
December 4th, 11th, and 18th and  

January 8th, 22nd, and 29th. 
 

Pastor Tim will send out a study 
guide and the Zoom link every 
Thursday. If you would like to 

participate, please email Pastor 
Tim at revtmaybee@gmail.com.  
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Advent & Christmas Schedule 
December 7th & 21st: 10:00 am – Advent Communion Worship Services 
 

December 14th: 10:00 am - Sunday School Christmas Program during Worship  
 

December 21st:  4:00-6:00 pm – Christmas in the Cabin 
 

December 24th: 10:00 pm - Christmas Eve Communion & Candlelight Service 
 

December 28th:  10:00 am – Lessons and Carols Worship Service 

The Baby Quilt Ministry will not 
meet in December or January.   

They will meet again on Monday, 
February 16th, from 7-9 pm. 

The Afternoon Quilters will not be 
meeting December.  

Future quilting days will be 
determined by the weather.   

The Spring Garden Cemetery  
Association Annual Meeting  

will take place immediately following 
the Congregational Meeting on 

January 25, 2026. 

Notice of the Congregational Annual Meeting on January 25, 2026 

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be held after worship services on January 25, 2026.  Agenda items 

will include: 

• Reviewing the various board, committee, and pastor’s reports for 2025; 

• Voting to approve all financial reports for 2025; 

• Voting to adopt the proposed 2026 budget;  

• Voting on constitutional changes made at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly; 

• Electing the following delegates/voting representatives:  Delegates to the SE MN Synod Assembly, 

delegates to the Cannon River Conference Assembly, delegates for the Good Earth Village Annual 

Meeting, and CCIC representatives. 

There will also be an opportunity for voting members of the congregation to bring up other old or new business.    
 

*  A reminder to all board/committee chairs:  The deadline for annual report submissions is January 1, 2026. 
 

Christmas Open House 
You are invited to Pastor Tim and 

Bette’s home for fellowship and 

holiday treats on December 7th, from 

3:00 – 6:00 pm. Directions are 

available in the church office. 

 

The next Book Chatter will be  
Thursday, January 15th  

 at 7:00 pm, at the home  
of Pat Olson. Please bring a short 

poem you would like to  
share and discuss. 

The Sunday School Christmas 

program is December 14th 

during the 10 am service. 

Parents, please make sure your 

children are attending  

Sunday School to practice  

for the program. 
 

There is NO Sunday School 

December 21st and 28th. 

Sunday School resumes 

on January 4th. 



From the Pastor… 
 

 

      
 

 

 

I might be a rarity, some may say weird, but I love when we get to set our clocks back and it starts getting 

dark sooner. Not that I like the dark so much, but it means that soon I can start setting up my Christmas 

lights. As I write this, it is the second weekend in November, and all my outdoor lights are set up.  
 

On Monday I kept them on all night to “test” them. Now it is Tuesday morning, and Bette just asked me if I 

could turn off the lights until Thanksgiving. So, I went out and turned off all four timers.  
 

I get that people don't like to overlap the holidays; do Halloween at Halloween, Thanksgiving at 

Thanksgiving, and save Christmas for Christmas.  But I really got excited when I saw that Menards had 

their Christmas decorations up in September. I know I am unusual. I love it and everybody else complains 

about it.  
 

But I have a reason for this. When I see Christmas displays, whether at a home or at a store, I am filled 

with joy. I love Christmas TV specials. I’ve been known to play Christmas songs in August. It’s not the 

buying or the giving of presents (although I do love holiday shopping) it is what all of the festivities point 

to: the hope, the joy, and the love of the season. That is a hope, joy and love I like to carry with me all 

year long. So yes, I am a little Christmas crazy but one line sums it up for me; 

“Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the  

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,  

the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:10-11) 
 

May you find great joy this Christmas.  
 

PS. Don’t tell Bette, but next weekend I am going to do the inside decorations! 

Pastor’s Library –  
November & December 

These are my November and 
December picks.  These books are 

free to borrow and can be found on 
the bookshelf directly ahead of you 
as you walk into my office.  There is 
a booklet available for you to write 
down your name and which book 
you are borrowing.  You can keep 
the book for as long as you would 
like.  You are free to borrow any 

books from my library – these are 
the ones that I am focusing on  
for November and December. 



 Missions Board Goodhue County Christmas Project, Jessy’s Toybox 
 

 

Our congregation will once again be taking part in the Goodhue County Christmas Project. We will adopt a family or two 

from the area and hand out the tags listing the items on the family’s wish list on Sunday, November 30th. We will  

collect items (unwrapped) at church on Sunday, December 7th and Sunday, December 14th. Thank you for helping  

to make Christmas special for our neighbors! Please call Katie Sjoblom at 507–302–9167 with questions.  

 

 

This holiday season we will be joining Jessy’s Toybox Project once again to spread some holiday cheer for hospitalized 

children. To honor Jessy’s journey and his wish to help kids going through similar challenges as he did, we will be hosting a 

toy drive to be donated to the Child Life Program at Mayo Clinic. This is a great opportunity for our Sunday 

School kids to learn about sharing Gods love by helping fellow kids in need and bringing a gift to share!  

Please bring your donations to church and place in Jessy’s Toybox no later than Sunday December 14. 
 

Jessy’s Toybox will be placed under the Christmas tree in the coffee area near the church office. We are looking 

for donations for pediatric patients of all ages. Some examples of things to donate include age-appropriate toys, books,  

puzzles, crafts, art supplies, fidget toys/spinners, journaling materials, fun water bottles, vinyl stickers, ear buds, fuzzy socks, 

eye masks, warm hats (for chemo patients) etc. There is an Amazon Wishlist to help you shop, and you can ship directly to 

them if you choose! https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/25Q5HLO3JBYTC?ref_=wl_share&sf207952862=1 

*Clothing items other than fuzzy socks or hats cannot be accepted. 
 

 

Archive Committee  

 

 

Stewardship Board 

 

 
 

 

A Solid Foundation:  Celebrating 150 Years 
1876-2026 

 

The Archive Committee is proud to announce that, with approval of the Church Council, a Celebration Committee has 
been organized.  They have already learned that the original 1876 paperwork confirming the construction of this church, 
from its foundation to the very top of the steeple, still exists!  The 16 members of the Celebration Committee are already 
starting to plan many activities for next year to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of our Spring Garden Church building.  
Mark these dates on your calendar as you will not want to miss any of the “parties” and treats coming your way: 

March 1, 2026 – Celebrating the vote taken to build a church (3/11/1876) 
May 24, 2026 – Celebrating the completion of the church foundation (5/20/1876) 
October 4, 2026 – Celebrating the completion of the church building (10/1/1876) 
December 24, 2026 – Celebrating the first service held in the new church building (12/24/1876) 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill to men. Luke 2:14 

As we celebrate the Good News of Christmas, we are grateful for all our blessings and thankful for  
the fulfillment of the prophecy with the Christ child. We strive to share the joy of Christmas with others  
and find the peace that has been promised. Don’t allow the hustle and bustle of the season to crowd out the real 
meaning of Christmas. 
 

Your generous donations throughout the year sustain this church and its ministry. 
Thank You and Merry Christmas! 
 

Budget numbers are being reviewed by Rob Lorentz, the Stewardship Committee, 
 and the Executive Committee. The proposed Budget will be presented to the church council before being 
presented to the Congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 25, 2026. 
 

Checkbook Balances 

September 30, 2025:  $25,587.03; October 31, 2025:  $29,201.20 



 Spring Garden Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes – November 11, 2025 
     

 In Attendance: Paul Olson, Marcia Dicke, Jay Olson, Pastor Tim Maybee, Ruthie Sjoblom, Maggie Sjoquist, Kaity Schroeder, 

Steve Haggstrom, Financial Secretary – Pam Davis, and Treasurer – Rob Lorentz  

Call to Order: President Paul Olson called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. in the church social hall. Opening devotions were 

given by Pastor Tim.  

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by Ruthie, seconded by Steve, and carried to approve the minutes of the October 14, 

2025, council meeting.  

Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports: Pam’s report showed a total of $142,480.39 in pledges through October 31, 

2025. Rob’s report showed that the checkbook balance on October 31, 2025, was $29,201.20. A motion was made by Maggie, 

seconded by Kaity, and carried to approve the financial reports.  
 

Pastor’s Report:  

 Cottage Meeting: Our Council Cottage meeting will be on November 18 at 6:30 in the youth room.  In order to keep the 

meeting at the right size, I have included elected council members and their spouses. This is still a little larger than what our goal 

will be for cottage meetings. 

 Worship: Upcoming important dates:  

1. November 23 will be a Thanksgiving service.  

2. December 14 Children’s Christmas program.  

3. December 21 Christmas in the Cabin.  

4. December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10:00. 

5. December 28 Carols and Readings. 

Adult Education: We are currently studying the letters of Paul. We have completed our study of Paul in general and the book 

of first Thessalonians this Thursday. We will start our study of Galatians. Each study stands on it on its own, but especially each 

book stands on its own. We will be looking at the letters that most scholars agree were written by Paul. Those are First 

Thessalonians, Galatians, First Corinthians, Second Corinthians, Romans, Philippians, and Philemon. 

Pastoral Acts & Calls: In October I made 11 pastoral calls.   

Christmas open House: Bette and I will be hosting our open house on December 7 from 3:00-6:00. 

 Deck The Falls; We will have a table set up in front of CannonBelles to hand out cookies, hot cocoa, and cards which will 

have information of our 150th building anniversary celebrations. 

 Pastor 2025 Vacation Dates:  December 26-31.    

Action Items:  

1) Elect a Treasurer and a Financial Secretary for the next year: A motion was made by Jay, seconded by Marcia, and carried 

to elect Rob Lorentz to serve another term as treasurer, and to elect Pam Davis to serve another term as financial secretary. 

2) Holiday event planning: The council discussed the various upcoming holiday events, including: 

a. Starting at 1:00 p.m. on November 29th, the 150th anniversary of the church building celebration committee will 

have a table set up in front of CannonBelles for Deck the Halls event in downtown Cannon Falls. Coffee and spritz cookies 

will be served. On November 25th, the committee will meet at the church at 5:30 p.m. to fold napkins for the event and 

put cards in them describing the dates of the events celebrating the anniversary of the building. Additional planning and 

logistics were also discussed, including ordering a sign and tablecloths. 

b.   November 23rd is Christ the King Sunday. We will be doing a Thanksgiving service, and we will keep the green 

vestments. After the service we will be decorating the church for Christmas. 

c. Pastor Tim and Bette will be hosting an open house at their home from 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. on December 7th.  

d. The children’s Christmas program will be December 14th. 

e. Christmas in the Cabin will be on December 21st from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. This event may be special this year 

because the readings will reflect on the community and the fact that 150 years earlier the congregation was celebrating its 

last Christmas service before moving in the present building. 

f. The Christmas Eve candlelight service will be on December 24th at 10:00 p.m. 

g. The Carols and Readings service will be on December 28th. Pastor Tim will be on vacation that Sunday. 

3) Budget review: Rob reported that he met with members of the Stewardship Board on November 9, 2025, to discuss a 

proposed 2026 budget. Rob also briefly described his thoughts regarding the proposed budget. The full Stewardship Board still has 

to review the proposed budget.  

4) Schedule January 2026 Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting will be held on January 25, 2026, after the service. Annual 

reports will be due January 1, 2026. 

5) Updates to the constitution: Pastor Tim presented changes made to the model constitution at the church-wide assembly in 
in August. The council will consider whether to recommend incorporating the proposed changes to the congregation at the council’s 

December 2025 meeting.  

6) Approval of the Mission Endowment Fund Committee’s recommended disbursement of $1,500 to help pay for the upgrade 
of the church’s sound system: A motion was made by Steve, seconded by Maggie, and carried to approve the Mission Endowment 

Fund Committee’s recommended disbursement of $1,500 to help pay for the upgrade of the church’s sound system.    

7) Seasonal worship banners: A motion was made by Ruthie, seconded by Kaity, and carried to use $1,108.20 from 

the undesignated memorial fund to cover the purchase of the seasonal worship banners for the sanctuary.   
 



Board and Committee Reports:  
Worship & Music‒Ruthie Sjoblom:   

• The Worship and Music Board met on Sunday, October 19, 2025. 

• The lay schedule for November 2, 2025, to February 1, 2026, was completed. The responsibilities for the ushers and 

greeters has been noted in the newsletter and is being included in the emails sent each week with church service 

information.  

• Pastor Tim will be ordering seasonal banners for the back sanctuary wall to change during church seasons.  

• Christmas in the Cabin is Sunday, December 21 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. We will be serving hot apple cider and Christmas 

cookies in the shelter and listening to stories and singing carols in the cabin. All are welcome! 

• Lowell Peterson provided accompaniment on guitar and a solo during offering at the November 9 church service. Thank 

you, Lowell. 

Faith Formation‒Maggie Wilson: Nothing to report for faith formation.  

Parish Life & Outreach–Kaity Schroeder:  We will be serving a chili feed and cinnamon rolls after decorating the church for 

Christmas. This will be on November 23rd. Church cookbook information still to come on next steps and gathering for our 

upcoming celebrations.  

Church Property‒Steve Haggstrom:  The property board met at the October all boards meeting. The eye on the night light in the 

parking lot needs to be replaced. We will be working with the sewing group and others on making sound panels for the basement. 

To upgrade the sound system for the shelter, it would be around$1700. Randy is working with Tom on upgrading the sound 

system in the church. The ceiling fans were taken down and cleaned. We bypassed the speed control switch and they both 

worked, will need to take them down again and get a low speed. A signup sheet was passed around for snow shoveling the 

sidewalks and was filled in one Sunday. The snow blower has been checked over and brought into the church, shovels and salt 

have been set out. The water in the shelter has been shut off and drained. The septic needs to be pumped again, Randy has lined 

that up. 

Stewardship‒Lynnette Sjoquist:  “Catch Up” was introduced out of necessity in the October Messenger and during the Sunday 

service on October 5. “Catch Up” envelopes were distributed at services along with reminders regarding the need for the effort. 

The generosity of Spring Garden was once again realized. At the November 2 Sunday service, the Stewardship Committee was 

pleased to report the “Catch Up” month long fund drive concluded with a total of $9,680. To begin the budget review, Rob 

Lorentz met with Lynnette Sjoquist on Sunday, November 9 to discuss proposed budget. 

Missions Board‒Christy Collins: Feed My Starving Children was this past weekend. So far, Spring Garden has raised about 

$3,380 to go towards the event from the noisy offering, bake sale, quilt drawing and a generous gift from Mission Endowment. 

We are planning for Christmas events.  We will be supporting hospitalized children again this year with Jessy’s Toybox and we 

will also support at least 1-2 families through the Goodhue County Christmas Project. The Guatemala team is finalizing plans and 

organizing supplies.  

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee did not meet. 

Archives Committee: There was no report from the Archives Committee.  

Mission Endowment Fund Committee:  The Mission Endowment Fund Committee met on November 11, 2026, and made the 

funding recommendation stated in action item number 6 above. 
 

A motion was made by Kaity, seconded by Maggie, and carried to approve the foregoing board and committee reports.  
 

Church Calendar Review: Thanksgiving service - November 23; First Day of Advent - November 30; Pastor’s Open House - 

December 7 (3:00-6:00); Children’s Christmas Program - December 14; Christmas in the Cabin - December 21 (4:00 p.m. – 6:00 

p.m.); Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (10:00 p.m.) - December 24; Carols and Readings - December 28. 
 

Agenda for Next Meeting:  

1. Updates to the congregational constitution 

2. Elect an Audit Committee 

3. Review proposed 2026 budget  

4. Discuss January 2026 Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda 

5. Nominations for delegates/voting representatives for:  SE MN Synod Assembly, Cannon River Conference Assembly, 

Good Earth Village Annual Meeting, and CCIC representatives.  

6. Set the April Congregational Meeting Date 
 

Announcements:  

• Next council meeting: December 9, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 

• Closing prayer in December: Marcia 

• Pam’s Helper:  November – Steve; December – Marcia   
 

Adjournment: The closing prayer was given by Steve. A motion was made by Jay, seconded by Marcia, and carried to adjourn at 

8:15 p.m.  
 
 
 

Jay Olson, Secretary                                                                                                                                             Subject to Approval 
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